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1. INTRODUCTION

1. Walsall Studio School is a 14-19 Studio School which provides an alternative
pathway to mainstream education through a project-based, vocational curriculum. It
focuses on creative, digital and technical disciplines, supporting students to thrive
in both academic and workplace environments.

2. This policy sets out the admission arrangements for entry into Year 10 and Year 12
for the academic year 2027 to 2028.

3. The policy is written in accordance with the School Admissions Code, the School
Admissions Appeals Code, and all relevant equality and data protection legislation.

2, ADMISSION AUTHORITY, DETERMINATION AND CONSULTATION

2.1 The Mercian Trust is the Admission Authority for Walsall Studio School and is
responsible for determining the school’s admission arrangements in accordance with the
School Admissions Code.

2.2 The school and Local Governing Body contribute to drafting and reviewing the
proposed admission arrangements for Walsall Studio School, which are
then determined by The Mercian Trust as the Admission Authority.

2.3 Following public consultation where required, the admission arrangements will

be determined by the Trust (as Admission Authority) by 28" February each year and
published by 15" March each year. Where changes are proposed, the Trust will consult in
line with the School Admissions Code.

3. ADMISSION NUMBERS

3.1 Walsall Studio School has the following Published Admission Numbers (PAN):
. Year 10: 60
. Year 12: 95

4, YEAR 10 ADMISSIONS (NORMAL POINT OF ENTRY)

4.1 Year 10 is Walsall Studio School’s normal point of entry. In line with Walsall Local
Authority’s published guidance for applicants seeking a secondary school place after
Year 7, applications for a place in Year 10 at Walsall Studio School must be made directly
to the school using the school’s application process and by the published deadline.

4.2 The school will process applications fairly and in accordance with this policy.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-code--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-appeals-code
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-appeals-code

Where the number of applications exceeds the Published Admission Number (PAN),
places will be allocated using the oversubscription criteria set out below. The school will
notify applicants of the outcome of their application and will share the

information required with Walsall Local Authority in accordance with local arrangements,
including confirming offers and refusals as necessary.

4.3 Children with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) that names Walsall Studio
School, will be admitted where the school is named, in accordance with the School
Admissions Code. This sits outside the oversubscription criteria.

4.4 Where the number of applications for Year 10 exceeds the PAN, places will
be allocated using the following oversubscription criteria in the order listed:

Looked-after children and previously looked-after children.
Previously looked-after children from state care outside of England.
Children with a sibling on roll at Walsall Studio School at the time of admission.

Children of staff employed at Walsall Studio School, where the member of staff has
been employed for two or more years at the time the application is made, or where
the member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a
demonstrable skill shortage.
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e. Children living closest to the school, measured by straight-line distance.

4.5 In the event of oversubscription within any criterion, places will be allocated by
distance. Where distance is identical (for example, in the case of flats) and a further tie-
break is required, random allocation will be used and will be supervised by an
independent person.

4.6 The school may invite applicants to an information/taster session to support course
guidance. No scores, rankings or judgments will be made, and attendance will not
advantage or disadvantage an application.

5. DEFINITIONS (FOR YEAR 10 OVERSUBSCRIPTION)

1. For the purposes of these arrangements:

a. Sibling: a brother or sister, half-brother or half-sister, step-brother or step-sister,
adopted or fostered child living at the same permanent address and on roll at the
school at the time of admission.

b. Home address: the child’s normal and permanent place of residence where the
child lives for the majority of the school week. Where there is shared care, the
address used will be the one registered for Child Benefit (or, if this is not applicable,
the address supported by suitable evidence).

c. Distance: measured in a straight line from the child’s home address (as defined
above) to the main school entrance, using the Local Authority’s or Trust’s approved
mapping system.

d. Independent person: someone who is hot employed by the school or Trust, not a
governor/trustee, and has no personal interest in the allocation of places.

6. IN-YEAR ADMISSIONS (YEARS 10-11 AND YEARS 12-13)

6.1 Applications outside the normal admissions round are treated as in-year



admissions. Applications should be made directly to the school. The school will notify the
Local Authority of all in-year applications and outcomes in accordance with statutory
requirements.

6.2 The school will comply with the Local Authority’s Fair Access Protocol and will
work with the Local Authority to secure timely placement for vulnerable children,
including those who may be without a school place.

6.3 If a place is available in the relevant year group, it will be offered. If no place is
available, the applicant will be refused and will have the right of appeal to an Independent
Appeal Panel in accordance with the School Admissions Appeals Code.

7. POST-16 ADMISSIONS (YEAR 12 ENTRY)

7.1 Walsall Studio School offers places in Year 12 for students who meet the entry
requirements for the chosen post-16 programme of study.

7.2 The Published Admission Number for external applicants to Year 12 is 95.

7.3 Applications for Year 12 should be made directly to the school using the school’s
published post-16 application process and by the deadlines set out on the school
website. Students on roll in Year 11 at Walsall Studio School, who meet the published
entry requirements will be eligible to progress to Year 12. The Published Admission
Number relates to external applicants.

7.4 The school may invite applicants to an information meeting to support course
guidance. Such meetings (or any discussions) will not form part of the decision-making
process for admission.

7.5 Where the number of applicants meeting the published academic
and/or programme entry requirements exceeds the number of available places, places will
be allocated using the following oversubscription criteria in the order listed:

a. Looked-after children and previously looked-after children.
b. Previously looked-after children from state care outside of England.

c. Distance from home address to the school (straight-line measurement).

If distance is identical, random allocation supervised by an independent person will be
used.

7.6 Applicants refused a place in Year 12 have the right of appeal to an Independent
Appeal Panel in accordance with the School Admissions Appeals Code.

8. WAITING LISTS

8.1 A waiting list will be held for Year 10 for at least the first term of the academic year.
Where a place becomes available, it will be offered to the child at the top of the waiting
list, ranked in accordance with the oversubscription criteria set out in this policy.

8.2 Inclusion on a waiting list does not guarantee an offer of a place.



9. APPEALS

9.1 Any parent/carer refused a place for their child has the right to appeal to an
Independent Appeal Panel. Appeals will be heard in accordance with the School
Admissions Appeals Code, and the timetable will be published on the school website.

9.2 Walsall Studio School & Sixth (The Mercian Trust) is responsible for arranging the
admission appeal and will appoint an appeals panel in accordance with Section 1;
Constitution of Appeals Panel, of the School Admission Appeals Code. Appeals should
be made by contacting the Central Governance Team of The Mercian Trust.
(governance@merciantrust.org.uk). Appeals should be lodged within 20 days of the letter
refusing the place.

10. FRAUDULENT OR MISLEADING INFORMATION

10.1 The school and Trust reserve the right to withdraw an offer of a place where it is
found that the offer was made on the basis of fraudulent or intentionally misleading
information, in accordance with the School Admissions Code.

11. FAIRNESS, EQUALITY AND DATA PROTECTION

11.1 The Mercian Trust and Walsall Studio School are committed to fair, transparent and
lawful admissions. Arrangements will be applied consistently and in line with the Equality
Act 2010. Personal data will be processed in accordance with UK GDPR and the Data
Protection Act 2018.

11.2 The admission arrangements are designed to promote equality of access and
opportunity, in line with The Mercian Trust’s values of Social Mobility and Social
Justice. As a Studio School, Walsall Studio School offers alternative pathways to
mainstream education. It welcomes applications from students who wish to engage in
vocational and project-based learning linked to future employment and creative
industries.

11.3 The school does not select students by ability or aptitude and the school
works closely with referring schools, local authorities and parents to support
smooth transition for students joining through managed moves or Fair Access
arrangements.


mailto:governance@merciantrust.org.uk

