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Discover exciting opportunities to improve your instrumental performance and develop essential skills in this engaging 
curriculum. Through dynamic content and practical assessments, you’ll refine your talents while exploring enrichment 
activities that will inspire and challenge you. 

 

Curriculum Overview 

Year Term Topic/Unit Title Content Coverage and Skill Development How will I be assessed? Enrichment 
Opportunities 

 
12 

 
1 

Improving 
Instrumental 
Performance 
 
 
 
Composing Lyrics 
 
 
 
Session Musician 

Students critique their own instrument and associated equipment 
with regard to effective, safe operation, current selection and 
future personal development. and identify strengths and areas for 
development. 
 
Students develop skills in writing effective lyrics for music, with 
opportunities to explore lyric writing devices and develop an 
understanding of the key concepts of working to a brief. 
 
Students develop their ability to operate effectively as an 
instrumentalist/vocalist in a range of musical styles and 
environments (both live and in the studio). 

Take part in an audition set to a 
brief. Webinar explaining how to 
look after their instrument and 
instrumental techniques. 
 
Write and evaluate two sets of 
lyrics. 
 
Students respond to a brief, 
they plan their session, perform 
the session and evaluate the 
session. 

Debut: Students 
run the Debut 
show including 
auditions, 
programme, 
tickets etc. 
 
 
 
 

12 2 External Exam: 
Rehearsal Skills 
and Live Music 
Performance 
 
Planning a career 

Students select a programme of music to rehearse and perform 
considering rehearsal and performance skill as well as working with 
other and health and safety. 
 
Students learn about the different career paths for a musician. 
They consider their own futures and requirements for a job in their 
chosen field within the music industry. Students set themselves 
goals to work towards  

External Exam 
Essays 
Rehearsals 
Observations 
Live Performance 
 
 
Career portfolio 
 

Musical 
Exchange 
 
Trip to BIMM 
‘Student for a 
day’ 
 
School Show 
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12 3 Planning a career 
 
 
 
Music 
Improvisation 

The final part of the assessment is for pupils to create a podcast 
based on their aspirations and how they plan to reach their goal. 
Students analyse the work they have done within their portfolio. 
 
Students develop theoretical knowledge, aural skills and practical 
skills for effective improvisation in a range of contexts and styles.  

Podcast 
 
 
 
Improvisation session based on 
a brief. 

Debut 
 
Musical 
Exchange 

Year Term Topic/Unit Title Content Coverage and Skill Development How will I be assessed? Enrichment 
Opportunities 

      

      

      

 


