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Are you ready to unleash your creativity and showcase your unique ideas? In Year 10, Term 1, you'll dive into 
Component 1: Portfolio, where you'll get the chance to create a personalised collection of practical work. Imagine 
responding to exciting starting points, briefs, or scenarios to craft something that truly reflects your vision. 

This journey isn’t just about learning skills—it’s about expressing yourself and building something you can be proud of. You’ll be 
assessed on how you bring your ideas to life, and there are plenty of enrichment opportunities to take your creativity even further. Let’s 
make this year unforgettable! 

Curriculum Overview 

Year Term Topic/Unit Title Content Coverage and Skill Development How will I be 
assessed? 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 

 
10 

1 Component 1: 
Portfolio.  
Learners should 
produce: • a portfolio 
of practical work 
showing their 
personal response to 
either a centre- or 
learner-set starting 
point, brief, scenario 
or stimulus. 
 

 Learners must show they have:  
• developed ideas through investigations and demonstrated critical understanding 
of sources from a given starting point 
• produced material informed by context that is relevant to the development of 
their ideas  
• refined work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with media 
appropriate to their chosen specification title and area(s) of study  
• recorded ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work 
progresses  
• presented a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions. 
 
Unit 1: Exploring Photographers – 
Minimum of 5 photographers are researched and investigated 
whereby learners select their favourite work and re-create their own 
interpretations of the inspired photographic style using similar 
techniques, stylistic qualities and editing skills. Throughout the unit 
learners develop their basic photography and editing skills with 
continuous reflection on their own development. 

Portfolio (01) 120 
marks non-exam 
assessment 
(internally assessed 
and externally 
moderated). 
60% of total GCSE 
grade 

Outdoor / Onsite 
Location shoots 
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10 2 Component 1: 
Portfolio. 
Learners should 
produce: • a portfolio 
of practical work 
showing their 
personal response to 
either a centre- or 
learner-set starting 
point, brief, scenario 
or stimulus. 
 
 

Learners must show they have:  
• developed ideas through investigations and demonstrated critical understanding 
of sources from a given starting point 
• produced material informed by context that is relevant to the development of 
their ideas  
• refined work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with media 
appropriate to their chosen specification title and area(s) of study  
• recorded ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work 
progresses  
• presented a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions. 
 
Unit 1: Exploring Photographers – 
Minimum of 5 photographers are researched and investigated 
whereby learners select their favourite work and re-create their own 
interpretations of the inspired photographic style using similar 
techniques, stylistic qualities and editing skills. Throughout the unit 
learners develop their basic photography and editing skills with 
continuous reflection on their own development. 

Portfolio (01) 120 
marks non-exam 
assessment 
(internally assessed 
and externally 
moderated). 
60% of total GCSE 
grade 

Professional Studio 
Set up shoots 

10 3 Component 1: 
Portfolio. 
 Learners should 
produce: • a portfolio 
of practical work 
showing their 
personal response to 
either a centre- or 
learner-set starting 
point, brief, scenario 
or stimulus. 
 

Learners must show they have:  
• developed ideas through investigations and demonstrated critical understanding 
of sources from a given starting point 
• produced material informed by context that is relevant to the development of 
their ideas  
• refined work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with media 
appropriate to their chosen specification title and area(s) of study  
• recorded ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work 
progresses  
• presented a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions. 
 
Unit 2: Finding my own style 
Learners explore all styles of photography from portrait to surrealism. 
Throughout learner’s research into relevant photographers to inspire 
their work and development. Learners enhance their skills in both 

Portfolio (01) 120 
marks non-exam 
assessment 
(internally assessed 
and externally 
moderated). 60% of 
total GCSE grade 

On Location Shoot 
with Models  
 
Arts & Media 
Exhibition (June) 
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indoor, outdoor and studio shoot styles whilst engaging with more 
complex editing styles. Learners are encouraged to create work that 
has real purpose towards a target audience whilst engaging in critical 
reflection throughout. 

Year Term Topic/Unit Title Content Coverage and Skill Development How will I be 
assessed? 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 

11 1 Component 2 Prep 
(external examination 
mock) 
The early release 
paper will be issued 
on 2 January each year 
and will provide 
learners with five 
themes, each with a 
range of written and 
visual starting points 
and stimuli.  
• A response should 
be based on one of 
these options. 
 

Following the commencement of the 10-hour supervised time period:  
• each learner’s preparatory materials/work are stored securely by a centre  
• a learner may not alter his or her preparatory materials/work  
• each learner is allowed to access his or her preparatory materials/work only while 
taking the assessment. Learners must not do additional work between the 
supervised sessions  
• no learner is allowed access to any other learner’s preparatory materials/work. 
 
 
Mock Examination: 
Learners will be given a brief with 5 themes. They must choose 
one theme they will response to in a restricted timeframe. 
Learners will organise their time to show their response to 
their selected theme, portraying their journey of creativity and 
exploration to reach their final product. Both pre and 
postproduction elements are explained and critically reflected 
upon. 

Internally moderated 
by teacher – 
preparation / mock 
exam for comp 2 Jan 
exam. 

 



 

Curriculum Overview 

Subject: OCR Level 2 Art & Design 
 - Photography                                          Year Group: 10 & 11 

Reviewed by:                                                                                                                                                          Date of Review: 

11 2 Component 2 
(external examination) 
The early release 
paper will be issued 
on 2 January each year 
and will provide 
learners with five 
themes, each with a 
range of written and 
visual starting points 
and stimuli.  
• A response should 
be based on one of 
these options. 

Following the commencement of the 10-hour supervised time period:  
• each learner’s preparatory materials/work are stored securely by a centre 
 • a learner may not alter his or her preparatory materials/work  
• each learner is allowed to access his or her preparatory materials/work only while 
taking the assessment. Learners must not do additional work between the 
supervised sessions  
• no learner is allowed access to any other learner’s preparatory materials/work. 
 
 
Externally set brief. 

Externally set task (02) 
80 marks 10 hours 
non-exam assessment 
(internally assessed 
and externally 
moderated) 
 
40% of total GCSE 
grade. 

 

11 3 Skill Building Unit. 
 
Non-moderated skill 
building unit to enable 
leaners to have 
freedom over their 
theoretical and 
practical 
development. 
 
 

• Photoshoot plan (both teacher and learner to organise for 
enrichment purposes) 

• Photography challenges  
• Group and individual shoot opportunities  
• Collaboration with other subjects. 

Non-moderated. Collaboration 
opportunities. 
 
Trip opportunities. 

 


