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Dive into the exciting world of cinema with the Introduction to Film Studies! This course offers a unique journey to 
discover the magic behind the movies, sharpening your creative and analytical skills while exploring diverse film 
topics. Enrichment opportunities and fun assessments ensure your talents shine—get ready to learn, create, and be 
inspired! 

Curriculum Overview 

Year Term Topic/Unit Title Content Coverage and Skill Development How will I be 
assessed? 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 

 
10 

Autumn 
1 

Introduction to Film 
Studies 
 
 
 
 
Contemporary UK Film 
(Component 2 Section C) 
 

Students explore film language, genre, narrative, and representation, analysing how 
cinematography, sound, editing, and mise-en-scène create meaning. They also study 
production, distribution, and audience engagement while developing analytical and 
creative skills through essays and practical tasks. 
 
Students study a modern UK film exploring narrative, themes, and representation, 
examining cinematography, editing techniques and aesthetic qualities. They also explore 
industry aspects like production, funding, and audience reception, strengthening their 
skills in analysis, writing, and creative work. 

Low stakes assessment: 
use of key terms and history 
film.  
 
Low stakes assessment: 
practising exam skills. Using 
feedback to develop.  
 
High stakes assessment:  
exam questions for 
Component 2 
 

British Film 
Institute (BFI) 
Events: Engage with 
online screenings 
and discussions 
from the BFI. 

10 Autumn 
2 

Global English 
Language Film 
(Component 2 Section A) 
 

Students study a global English-language film, analysing its narrative, themes, and 
representation. They explore how cinematography, editing, sound, and mise-en-scène 
create meaning. Industry context, including production, distribution, and audience 
reception, is examined. Analytical and creative skills develop through essays, film 
analysis, and practical tasks. 
 

Low stakes assessment: 
practising exam skills. Using 
feedback to develop.  
 
High stakes assessment:  
exam questions for 
Component 2 

Screenings of 
British Films: 
Beyond the set film, 
explore other UK 
films to compare 
themes and styles. 

10  Spring Screenwriting NEA 
(Component 3) 
 

Students develop a screenplay for a short film, demonstrating narrative structure, 
character development, and genre conventions. They apply film language, including 
mise-en-scène, sound, and editing techniques, in their writing. Creative and technical 
skills are assessed through screenplay format, visual storytelling, and reflection. 
 

External assessment: Non-
examination assessment 
(coursework)  

Screenwriting 
Masterclass: online 
resources from 
Aaron Sorkin and 
Andrew Stanton.  



 

Curriculum Overview 

Subject: GCSE Film Studies (Eduqas)                                          Year Group: 10 and 11 

Reviewed by:                                                                                                                                                          Date of Review: 

10 Summer Global non-English 
Language film 
(Component 2 Section B) 
 
Screenwriting NEA 
(Component 3) 

Students will study a global non-English language film, focusing on representation 
alongside the core study areas. They will explore how characters, social groups, and 
cultures are portrayed, considering issues such as gender, ethnicity, class, and identity. 
The film will be analysed in relation to its context, examining how representation reflects 
or challenges cultural norms.  

External assessment: Non-
examination assessment 
(coursework) 
 
High stakes assessment:  
exam questions for 
Component 2 

International Film 
Screenings: Watch 
and compare global 
English-language 
films from different 
cultures.  

Year Term Topic/Unit Title Content Coverage and Skill Development How will I be 
assessed? 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 

11 Autumn  US Film: comparative 
study (Component 1 
Section A)  
 
 
 
Key developments in 
Film and Film 
Technology 
(Component 1 Section B) 
 

Students will compare a Classical Hollywood (1930-1960) and a Modern Hollywood (late 
1970s-80s) film from the same genre, exploring how genre, narrative, and themes evolve 
over time. They will analyse how films reflect US society, examining historical and 
cultural influences on themes like identity, good vs. evil, love, rebellion, and fear of the 
unknown. Comparisons will highlight changing attitudes. 
 
Students will explore key developments in film and film technology, understanding how 
these advancements shape filmmaking. They will study the first moving images, silent 
film, and the rise of Hollywood, including the introduction of sound and colour. Key 
innovations such as widescreen, 3D, portable cameras, and Steadicam will be examined. 
The impact of computer-generated imagery (CGI) on modern filmmaking will also be 
explored. This knowledge provides essential context for analysing their chosen films. 

Low stakes assessment: 
practising exam skills. Using 
feedback to develop.  
 
High stakes assessment:  
exam questions for 
Component 1 

Classic vs. Modern 
Film Screenings: 
Watch and compare 
additional US films 
from different eras 
to explore evolving 
styles and themes. 
 
BFI/museum/studio 
visit: Explore film 
archives, exhibitions, 
or studios to see 
historical equipment 
and props. 

11 Spring US Independent Film: 
case study (Component 
1 Section C) 
 
 
 

Students will study a US independent film that focuses on youth experiences, identity, 
and social themes.. They will analyse how the film is shot and constructed, considering 
the cinematic style and storytelling techniques. An additional focus will be placed on 
specialist film writing, including cinematography, US independent cinema, and film 
criticism. Students will also study film reviews to develop their understanding of critical 
perspectives on independent filmmaking. 

Low stakes assessment: 
practising exam skills. Using 
feedback to develop.  
High stakes assessment:  
exam questions for 
Component 1 

Independent Film 
Screenings: Watch 
and discuss other US 
indie films to 
compare themes, 
style, and 
storytelling. 
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11 Summer Revision for 
Components 1 and 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students review key films, focusing on narrative, genre, representation, and film 
language. They refine their analysis skills, using cinematography, editing, sound, and 
mise-en-scène to explore meaning. Exam practice includes structuring essays, applying 
key terminology, and comparing films effectively. Contextual knowledge of industry and 
audience engagement is reinforced. This prepares students for confident, well-
structured responses in the final exams. 

Regular low stakes 
assessment and feedback.  

Regular screenings 
of films.  

 


